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In conclusion, therefore, it may be stated that, based on 1,003 
specimens examined, the correct diagnosis may be obtained on the 
day of receipt of specimen in 90 per cent of the cases; within five 
days in about 92 per cent; and at the end of one month practically 
all will be determined. Hence a negative report on microscopic 
examination with subsequent inoculation of animals practically 
becomes a confirmed negative at the end of one month, though it 
is the rule at present to observe animals for six months. 

Summary. 

1. From February 1, 1909, to April 30, 1919, specimens from 
1,127 animals suspected of rabies were submitted to the Hygienic 
Laboratory for diagnosis. 

2. One hundred and twenty-four of the specimens received were 
in such a state of decomposition, or disorganization from violence, 
that no examination could be made. 

3. Of the 1,003 specimens examined, 588 showed evidence of 
rabies, and 415 gave negative results. 

4. Nearly 82 per cent of specimens submitted and 87.4 per cent 
of those giving positive results were from dogs. 

5. The colder months of the year have furnished the greatest num- 
ber of specimens and the greatest percentage of positive findings. 

6. Of 389 specimens which were submitted to both microscopic 
and animal inoculation tests, the microscopic finding was confirmed 
by the animal test in 91.3 per cent of the cases. The 8.7 per cent 
error was divided as follows: 1.3 per cent were found positive on 
microscopic test and negative on inoculation, and 7.4 per cent 
negative on microscopic test and positive on inoculation. 

7. Examination by the section method gives slightly more accurate 
results than by the smear method. 

8. Of the 406 specimens inoculated into animals there were 79 
positive results, the average incubation period being 16.2 days. 



VENEREAL DISEASE CONTROL. 

PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE SEEKS COOPERATION OP DENTISTS. 

In connection with the campaign for the control of venereal dis- 
eases by the various State boards of health acting in cooperation 
with the Public Health Service, a circular letter, a bulletin, and a 
pledge card are being sent to each dentist in the United States. He 
is asked to sign and return the pledge card on which, is indicated his 
willingness to cooperate in this important public health work. The 
circular letter follows : 
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To the dentists of the United States: 

Veneral diseases are a serious menace to the health of the Nation. 
The United States Public Health Service, in cooperation with the 
State boards of health, is making a vigorous campaign for their pre- 
vention and control and desires your active cooperation. 

The Public Health Service recognizes the especial importance of 
interesting the dental profession, because syphilis has been trans- 
ferred to innocent persons through the medium of dental operations. 

Furthermore, the public is fast awakening to the fact that the 
treatment rendered it by the dentist may have a direct bearing on 
the general health. 

The enclosed bulletin outlines your responsibility in this important 
health work. Will you meet your responsibility and help your State 
board of health to win this battle against disease ? 

An agreement card is enclosed. Please sign and mail to-day; no 
stamp is required. 

Respectfully, Rupert Blue, Surgeon General. 

The following is the text of the bulletin: 

An Appeal to Dentists for Cooperation in the Fight Against 
Venereal Diseases. 

The war turned the spotlight on many things heretofore neglected 
or avoided. No disclosures were more startling than those showing 
the destructive inroads of venereal disease on the health and effi- 
ciency of the Army and Navy. 

From the time the United States entered the war in April, 1917, 
to September, 1918, the loss to the Army from venereal disease repre- 
sented 2,295,000 days of service. 

Now the war is over and the Nation is on its way to a peace basis. 
Interest begins to turn from the fighting efficiency of the Army to 
the reconstructive power of industry; and as it turns, this striking 
fact stands out: All venereal diseases in the Army were caused by con- 
ditions in civilian life. The Army and Navy, as organizations, do not 
tolerate 'prostitution. 

testimony op the army. 

Immediately following the declaration of war, the Army Medical 
Department organized to cope with venereal disease, and one of the 
first points emphasized by its Surgeon General was that each indi- 
vidual case must be treated under competent medical supervision 
until cured. He laid special emphasis on two points: 

1. The ineffectiveness of self -treatment by the use of simple or 

patemv remedies. 

2. The danger of quack doctors, who advertise to treat so-called 

private diseases. 
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Nineteen months of war have shown conclusively the value of 
proper methods of treating venereal cases in the Army. 

MAINTAIN INDUSTRIAL EFFICIENCY. 

For the protection of the fighting men as they return home, and to 
maintain maximum industrial efficiency, venereal disease among the 
civilian population must be kept under control. There is the same 
necessity for proper methods of treatment as existed in the service. 
Self-treatment and quackery must go. 

RESPONSIBILITY OF DENTISTS. 

Dentists must share the responsibility for preventing the spread 
of syphilis. This disease is found in all walks of life, all classes of 
society, and it is too often not recognized when examinations of the 
mouth are made for dental treatment. Persons who have lesions in 
the mouth and know they have syphilis, and admit it, do not as a 
rule seek the services of a dentist unless compelled to do so. Those 
who have lesions and are unaware of their condition present them- 
selves to the dentist unsuspectingly, and for that reason are a serious 
menace to the health of the dentist and his clientele. 

The ease with which the disease is transmitted is well known to 
the members of the profession. A" break in the skin or mucous 
membrane, a spirochete gaining entrance and passing into the circu- 
lation — and infection occurs. Syphilis is no respecter of persons; 
neither is it a respecter of tissues. The simple scaling of the teeth 
may, and usually does, involve a breaking in the continuity of gum 
tissue and exposes the patient to any infection carried on an unclean 
instrument. In this connection the Surgeon General, recognizing 
the extreme requirements of surgical cleanliness and the difficulty 
with which the germ of syphilis is destroyed, recommends and urges 
that dentists continue to study and practice the principles of asepsis 
in all phases of their work. You are reminded that the saliva of 
those persons infected with syphilis is usually loaded with spirochetes, 
and that it is not necessary that blood be drawn from a patient in 
order to infect another through the application of instruments. 

Recognizing the various lesions found in the mouth, which are 
signs of definite diseases, requires clinical knowledge and experience. 
Many infectious diseases produce lesions in the mouth, and the study 
of these lesions which might enable the dentist to recognize such 
infections, as well as the infection of syphilis, is extremely interesting 
and should be of material benefit to the dentist. It is believed that 
if the question of venereal diseases were discussed more freely and 
frequently in study clubs and dental societies, it would be a benefit 
to society and reflect credit on the dental profession. 
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Recent investigations have clearly proved that dental structures 
are an important part of the human economy. The man who treats 
his case symptomatically is most likely to fail. Dentists have been 
confronted with increased responsibility in the matter of general 
health, not merely because they have aspired to greater things but 
because it has been thrust upon them, and the proposition must be 
met face to face. 

COOPERATION OF PHYSICIANS, DRUGGISTS, AND ADVERTISING MEDIA. 

The campaign now being carried on among dentists is similar to 
those campaigns carried on with physicians, druggists, and adver- 
tising media. It should interest you to know that approximately 
61,000, or nearly 50 per cent of the physicians of the United States, 
and that approximately 28,000, or nearly 60 per cent of the druggists 
of the United States, have signed and returned agreement cards 
obligating themselves to cooperate; and in addition to these more 
than 99 per cent of all newspapers and periodicals in the United 
States carrying advertising have pledged themselves not to carry 
quack advertising. 

WEIGH THESE QUESTIONS. 

Will the dental profession accept its share of the burden which 
this work requires ? On receipt of the inclosed franked card, properly 
signed, the Public Health Service will ask your State board of health 
to supply you with additional scientific and miscellaneous literature. 

Rupert Blue, 
Surgeon General, United States Public Health Service. 

The pledge card contained the following: 

Appreciating the seriousness of venereal diseases among the civilian population, 
as indicated by the reports of the Surgeon General of the Army, I hereby give assurance 
of my best efforts in cooperating with the United States Public Health Service and my 
State board of health to reduce the prevalence of venereal diseases, and specifically do 
I agree: 

1. To report all venereal disease cases which come under my observation in my 
practice in accordance with the laws and board of health regulations of my State. 

2. To advise treatment for all such venereal disease cases which come under my 
observation, referring them to a clinic or a physician known by me to bo competent in 
the treatment of such cases. 

(Name) 

(Street) 

(City and State) 

Date , 19... 



